MARIA   THERESA   OF   AUSTRIA    253

atheism might affect Joseph, and that he might fall into
a trap which the wicked Frederick would undoubtedly
set for him* She was therefore greatly relieved to learn
from Joseph's letters that he did not trust the King of
Prussia. She was annoyed when she was later informed
that Joseph had arranged for a second meeting with
Frederick, and this time she instructed Kaunitz to
accompany the Emperor. Above all, so she instructed
her Chancellor, nothing was to be said to Frederick
which would in any way endanger the existing Franco-
Austrian alliance.

The second discussions between Frederick and the
Austrians occurred a year later, in Neustadt, in Moravia,
early in September 1770. On this occasion Kaunitz
was the prominent member of the Austrian delegation.
He believed that the Turkish defeats in the summer of
1770 made it necessary to ask Frederick more definite
questions about Prussia's plans in connection with the
Russian-Turkish War, For Austria's attitude would
be largely determined by Frederick's intentions. The
question of Poland, too, was brought up in no uncertain
terms by the Austrian Chancellor.

Though the situation was somewhat clarified by
Kaunitz's meeting with Frederick, no definite conclusions
were reached at Neustadt, chiefly because Kaunitz
showed a surprising lack of tact in his dealings with the
King. The Austrian Chancellor, who deservedly had the
reputation qf being one of the cleverest negotiators in
Europe, had met his equal in Frederick, The two mm
had never met before, and Kaunitc, accustomed to
dealing with Maria Theresa, who was always more direct
than subtle, did not appreciate Frederick's cleverness.

Kaunitz had prepared a " Political Catechism " deal-
ing with the European situation. When be was pm-